
Home Group Questions 
James 4:13-17 

 
 
The book of James is written by James, the brother of Jesus. James would have been 
very familiar with the book of Proverbs and the Sermon on the mount and there are 
echos of both as we read this letter. 
 
The book is a summary of his wisdom for any community of Jesus followers, and his 
goal isn’t to teach Theological information, but to get inside our hearts and lives and 
challenge how we live.  This is why James is such an exciting, and yet deeply 
challenging book! 
 
James is influenced by Jesus’ teaching about life in the Kingdom of God, in particular 
the sermon on he mount.  He calls us to become truly wise by living according to 
Jesus summary of the Torah – The Royal Rule of Love  
to Love God and love our neighbour. 
 
 
1. You might like to spend some time reading the sermon on the mount and see 
where James teaching is particularly in keeping with Jesus’ words. 
 
2. Gods Kingdom community as Jesus taught about it was the kind of place 

where divisions caused by social status are dismantled (see Matthew 6:28-34).  
How might our James 4:13-17 be an antidote to divisions caused by wealth?  

 
 
3. In the sermon on Sunday, I suggested that perhaps going away on business to 
go and make money was normal business practice for the traders in question, and that, 
in fact, it was not the business James was looking at, but that their attitude of boasting 
and self-reliance was his main concern.   Are there any areas in your life in which you 
know you are overly self reliant which the Lord might be calling you to surrender 
afresh to him?  (this isn’t an easy questions, and may touch on some difficult things – 
be gentle with each other!!).   
 
5. How easy do you find it to let the Lord into your heart to allow him to change 
it?   Does our understanding of who God is have a bearing on how willing we are to 
surrender to him? 
 
6. Can you think of a time/times when God has broken into your life with his 
plans, and lead you in a new direction? 
 
7. Spend some time in prayer and worship together.  You might like to use the 
words below to guide your prayers.        
 
DEVOTION – Ruthlessly commit ourselves to God, devote ourselves whole 
heartedly to loving God and loving others 
SOVEIGNTY - Let us humble ourselves and submit to his Sovereignty, 
stepping into his plans and purposes for our lives. They may not be what we expect! 
TRANSFORMATION -  Lets allow him to change us – Let us allow the Lord to 
wander around in our hearts and do some weeding, so that we an flourish and reek of 
him, taking his fragrance wherever we go. 
 


