
 

 

House notes for those groups looking at  JOHN 10 v1-10 and thinking about what was said in 
Church.  
 
 
1. I said at the start of my sermon that I felt as I got older I became more and more convinced that 
the only way of not becoming dispirited at all the bad things that happen is to look at the power of 
love 
 
- share some stories about people who have shaped your life or the lives of others by the love they 
have shown  
 
2. Do you find the image of us as sheep and Jesus as the shepherd a helpful one? 
 
- if you can, share some examples of how God has guided you 
 
3. I said that the promise of abundant life does not mean we will have wealth, health, etc and be 
devoid of facing any problems.  
 
Can you think of Christians who are facing problems with their health or their financial situation or 
their family or in other ways. Are they - as some Christians claim - being ‘punished’ for their 
sinfulness  or are they just facing the same issues as any human being has to face? Can you think of 
other verses in the gospels where Jesus makes clear that Christians will have to face problems in 
their lives?    
 
4. What is it about the stance of the Pharisees that Jesus objected to? Why did he feel that the life 
they offered was so negative and narrowing?  In Syria and other places we see just how negative 
and destructive and divisive ‘religion’ can become. How do we ensure that Christianity stands for 
things that are positive, life-enhancing and inclusive?   
 
5. I suggested that we should avoid text-quoting and concentrate instead on core principles - and 
that the two most ‘core’ principles are to love God and to show love to our neighbour.  Are those 
core principles what the Church is most known for today? If not, what can we do about it? 
 
6. Here is a section from what I said about the spiritual abundance that Christ offers:  
 
Christ offers us  
 
1. the strength and the wisdom and the courage and the love to face what we have to face. This is 

the spiritual abundance that gives us hope and cause for rejoicing. It is knowing that the best of 
al is that God is with us - experiencing the light that constantly shines amid the darkness.  
However dark the world gets, the light of Christ is there to guide us and lead us, renewing our 
hope, renewing our faith, renewing our capacity to LOVE.   

 
2. protection from our own sinfulness. He invites us to repent and seek God’s forgiveness and so 

obtain the gift of salvation. When Jesus talks about living life to the full, he’s not therefore 
talking about having a fantastic home to live in or possessing the wealth to enjoy the latest 
fashions and go on wonderful holidays. He’s talking about offering you  life  as a member of 
God’s kingdom in this world and in the next - something way beyond what any of us merit. The 
Greek word Jesus  uses for ‘abundance’ is ‘perisson’ and the dictionary says that means 
‘exceedingly, very highly, beyond measure, a quantity so abundant as to be considerably more 
than one would expect  or anticipate.’  In other words, Jesus is saying : life as a member of 
God’s kingdom is far, far better than you could possibly ever imagine. Paul in his first Letter to 



 

 

the Corinthians echoed that when he wrote: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him’. 

 
Share your reflections on these ideas. Share the things that give us cause to rejoice. 
 
7. I said I believed scripture was inspired but that I also believed we have to be guided by Christ as 
to how to interpret that. Do we pay enough attention to what is in our New Testament or, purely 
because of its greater length, does the Old Testament get more than its fair share of our time? And is 
that a danger? Do we know our New Testament well enough? 
 
8. I said that the life abundant may lead us in new directions. This, of course, is probably for some 
Christians  the controversial bit in my sermon. Some Christians - and I am one of them - believe 
that the Living Lord continues to reveal new insights and understanding and that the history of the 
Church shows our Christian understanding evolves.  Other Christians believe you can only hold a 
belief if you can justify it from Scripture. Anything else is a product of the culture in which we live. 
This is an issue that deeply divides Christians - it always has and it always will. The first split in the 
Christian Church arose because some Christians accepted Peter’s word that God had revealed to 
him that the gospel was for all and not just for the Jews, whilst other Christians took the stance of 
Jesus’ brother that the Scriptures made clear the Jews alone were the Chosen People. I think we 
would all accept on that occasion those who sided with Peter got it right. However, I would be the 
first to say there have been times when the Church has proclaimed ideas that in hindsight we now 
know were mistaken. Being ‘Spirit-led’ is fine providing you really are being led by the Spirit! 
 
If you want to explore current issues where we know Christians are divided about what God wants 
(like the role of women or the issue of homosexuality) , please do but this can cause upset because 
people feel strongly on both sides. You may have a common shared view but it is more than likely 
you will have different views within your group. So please, if you discuss current controversies 
within the Church, try and  be careful and respectful and loving towards each other.  
 
At the moment the media likes to focus on our divisions and I think that is causing the Church great 
harm - its incumbent on all Christians, whatever their differences on some issues, to proclaim there 
is more to unite us than to divide us in our faith!   For that reason I would say that, if you discuss 
controversial  issues, its important you end by reminding yourselves of all the central beliefs we 
share in common.  
 
9. When John Wesley looked back at his life he said : ’The best of all is that God is with us’  
 
- end by sharing some examples of how God has been with you in a situation you have had to face.   
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