
ST LUKE’S – HOME GROUP QUESTIONS - 25th November 2018 

‘DEATH LOSES ITS STING’ (Jesus raises Lazarus) - JOHN 11:1-44  

The Seven Signs of John’s Gospel: Changing water into wine at Cana (John 2:1-11), 
Healing the royal official's son in Capernaum ( 4:46-54), Healing the paralytic at Bethesda ( 
5:1-15), Feeding the 5000 ( 6:1-15 & 25-59), Jesus walking on the water ( 6:16-24); Healing 
the man blind from birth (9:1-7); The raising of Lazarus (11:1-44) 
 
The Seven ‘I ams’ of John’s Gospel: The Bread of Life (6:35, 48, 51); The Light of the 
World (8:12, 9:5); The Door (10:7, 9); The Good Shepherd (10:11, 14); The Resurrection 
and the Life (11:25); The Way, Truth and Life (14:6); The True Vine (15:1, 5)  
 
Sermon outline 

1) The purpose of this seventh miraculous sign – For God’s glory (v.4) and to 
strengthen our faith (vs. 14, 40, 45 and 20:31) 

2) The significance of this miraculous sign – The defeat of death and 
resurrection life for all who believe (vs.25 & 26, 42, and 5:24) 

3) How might we respond to this miraculous sign? Convinced by the evidence 
(v.45), a doorway to faith (v.25, 27), or evasive?                                    

 
Possible questions  

1) The opening section of John 11 is about the ways in which Jesus surprises 
people and overturns their expectations. How does Jesus do this in verses 1-
16? In what ways has he surprised us and changed our expectations of what 
it means to follow him?  
 

2) “Because he loves us, God will put us in situations to stretch and strengthen 
our faith, and make it grow.”  What does this account teach us about ‘God’s 
answers and delays’, along with the trials we may face (e.g. vs. 4-7, 21, 32)? 
  

3) ‘It is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it” (v.4). How 
did the raising of Lazarus bring ‘glory’ both to the Father and the Son? (See 
also John1:14)?  
 

4) How can we, in ordinary ways in our everyday lives, bring ‘glory’ to God and 
be a signpost to Jesus? 
 

5) What elements of doubt and faith do we see in Martha’s words to Jesus 
(vs.17-27)? How does Jesus stretch her faith here? And ours today? 
 

6) What kind of ‘life’ and ‘death’ is Jesus referring to in vs.25-26? How should 
Jesus’ great statement and promise radically alter our views of life and death? 
 

7) Jesus bursts into tears when he meets Mary and her friends (vs.32-37). How 
does this challenge the way people often understand God? Might this be 
because they have never really encountered ‘The Word made flesh’? 
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