
Homegroup Notes relating to Sunday 11th October
Galatians 4:8-20

Paul was deeply concerned for the wellbeing of the Galatians, especially how their faith was 
developing. He saw that they were being pulled away from the true Gospel message into a form of 
‘idolatry’, where the Old Testament Law was becoming the means of their salvation.

1. Try describing the Gospel message to the rest of the group in under 15 seconds.

2. What does the word ‘idolatry’ mean to you? Is it fair to describe adhering to anything other than 
Christ as a form of ‘idolatry’?

3. What does ‘salvation by works’ mean to you?

4. Why might strict adherence to the Old Testament laws be a more dangerous form of idolatry 
than worshipping a wooden or stone image of a false god?

5. Are there any areas of our own lives where we place such importance on things that they 
become more important than God? Is this ‘idolatry’?

Paul says that he ‘fears for them’ (the Galatians) as they seemed to be placing their hope of 
salvation in ‘good works’ and obeying the letter of the Law, rather than their faith in Jesus Christ.

6. Even though we know that there is nothing that we can do to earn salvation, that it is entirely 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus that we are saved, why do people still feel they 
have to, somehow, ‘earn’ their place in heaven?

Paul goes on to explain that, while our relationship with God might vary in it’s certainly because of 
our feelings, His relationship with us is absolutely rock solid.

7. Do you ever feel that your relationship with God is weak? How does that make you feel? Does 
it help to know that, despite that, God’s relationship with you is still constant and solid?

Read Psalm 139. Note how the psalmist says that whatever you are doing, wherever you go, God 
is there and that His relationship with you is fixed. (Especially see verse 10). 

Pray for a greater certainty that God’s relationship with you is constant and strong. Pray, especially, 
for those members of the group who might be feeling unsure of where they are with God at the 
moment.


