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 ‘WATER INTO WINE’ - JOHN 2:1-11 (and Revelation 19:6-11) 

The Seven Signs of John’s Gospel: 

1. Changing water into wine at Cana (John 2:1-11) 
2. Healing the royal official's son in Capernaum (John 4:46-54) 
3. Healing the paralytic at Bethesda (John 5:1-15) 
4. Feeding the 5000 (John 6:5-14) 
5. Jesus walking on water (John 6:16-24) 
6. Healing the man blind from birth (John 9:1-7) 
7. The raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-45) 

 
Possible questions: 

1) Why does John refer to this miracle as a ‘sign’? What does he mean by using 
this word? And why might he have chosen to include only eight miracles*, 
whereas Matthew, Mark and Luke include 20 or 21? 
 

2) What might have motivated Jesus to act, given what he says in verse 4? Is he 
now ready to reveal himself and to begin to ’signpost’ who he really is? 
 

3) In what ways is this first sign at the wedding in Cana a ‘pointer’ to ‘the New 
Creation’ (e.g. 2 Cor. 5:17, Gal. 6:15)?  
You might like to discuss the main sermon points here, that the new creation: 

- Meets people at their point of need in ordinary life 
- Reverses the natural order of things (i.e. from death to life) 
- Is the way of joy and gladness 
- Always brings glory to Christ and faith to his disciples. 

 
4)  The transformation from water to wine is meant by John to signify the effect 

that Jesus can have on people’s lives. Where do we see Jesus’ transforming 
power at work in our world today? 
 

5) In what ways is Mary’s request in verse 3 a helpful model for intercessory 
prayer? Do we at times tend to tell God how we want prayer answered? 
 

6) According to verse 11, the purpose of this miracle was not to save the 
bridegroom from embarrassment, but to display Christ’s glory. What aspects 
of Christ’s glory does this sign reveal to you? 

 
7) How does the image of a wedding help us understand and give us a foretaste 

of the great heavenly wedding feast in store for God’s people (see Rev. 19:7-
9 and 21:2)? (See also Matthew 22:1-14 and 25:10.) 
 
(*Also the post-Resurrection miraculous catch of fish - 21:1-14) 


