
 

 

THE LUKEWARM CHURCH : Revelations 3 v 14-22 : Notes for Housegroups 
 
A number of people after the sermon commented on the aptness of the words I quoted from Walter 
Percy Workman, a former headmaster of Kingswood School. This is the quotation:   
 

‘Remember that the very word ‘enthusiastic’ means ‘one who has God within him’. A 
man who sneers at enthusiasm is sneering at God. Yet some of you are slouching through 
life with your hands in your pockets… Many of you do not yet know your capabilities. 
You have immeasurably more in you than you… ever will get out unless something can 
rouse you… For God’s sake do not profess to believe the amazing story of Christ and 
then loiter through life as if it did not concern you.’ 

  
1. You may wish to discuss some of the reasons I gave as to why a Christian’s faith might be 
judged lukewarm: 
 
• if you think being a Christian is just about attending Church on a Sunday 
• if you only look to God when you have a problem 
• if you are more concerned about what other people think than what God thinks  
• if you are not truly sorry for your sins and don’t really want to change 
• if you rarely or never share your faith with neighbours or friends or others 
• if you prefer to play it safe rather than take risks or make sacrifices for your faith 
• if you don’t try to fully model your life on Jesus 
• if your love for others is focused primarily on family and friends and people you like and there is 

little love left over for those you find difficult or dislike or whom you judge unworthy; 
• if you give just token aid to those in need 
• if you think primarily about your day to day living rather than about what it means to be a 

member of the Kingdom of God 
 
2. You may wish to focus on how living in an affluent city like Bath and being part of an 
affluent church can pose problems for Christians.  The quotation I used from the American 
preacher Francis Chan on affluence and lukewarmness was:  
 

‘Lukewarm people do not live by faith; their lives are structured so they never have to. 
They don’t have to trust God if something unexpected happens- they have their savings 
account. They don’t need God to help them—they have their retirement plan in place. They 
don’t genuinely seek out what life God would have them live—they have life figured and 
mapped out. They don’t depend on God on a daily basis - their refrigerators are full and, for 
the most part, they are in good health. The truth is, their lives wouldn’t look much different 
if they suddenly stopped believing in God.’ 

 
And Samuel Chadwick’s condemnation of affluent churches that have become ‘lukewarm’ was: 
 ‘Truth without enthusiasm, morality without emotion, ritual without soul’  
 
What are the strengths and weaknesses of St Lukes as a Church?  
 
3. You may wish to focus on discussing the three challenges posed by the writer of the Book of 
Revelation: 
 
A. Gold refined in the fire so you can become spiritually rich 
 



 

 

The quotation I used from Geoffrey Canada, the man who famously helped tackle inner-city 
deprivation in Harlem in New York, was: ‘Its easy to have faith when everything is going great. 
The real test of faith is when you’re facing something that only your faith in God will get you 
through.’ 
 
Maybe people might like to share an instance of where their faith has been tested and what 
difference that made to them (this is not always easy because sometimes we don’t cope well with 
what ‘the melting pot’ of life throws at us). 
 
B. Clothing ourselves with righteousness (i.e. being enthusiastic about living out our faith 

and doing the things that really matter).   
      The two quotations from John Wesley I used in the sermon were: 
  

‘Although every person necessarily believes his or her view is the right view …. Every wise 
person …[only asks]: ‘Is your heart right with God?….Is your faith filled with the energy of 
love?…. Is your heart right toward your neighbour?…’ If that is the case, give me your 
hand. I don’t ask you to be of my opinion or to embrace my style of worship …. I just ask 
that you  ‘Love me…as a brother or sister in Christ…. a fellow soldier’. 

 
and:     ‘Do all the good you can 

              In all the ways you can 
  In all the places you can 
  At all the times you can 
  To all the people you can 
  As long as ever you can’  
 

  What should we be most enthusiastic about as Christians? 
 
C. Salve for the eyes: seeing everything through the eyes of Christ 
 

‘Amazing Grace, How sweet the sound  
That saved a wretch like me  
I once was lost, but now am found  
T'was blind but now I see…’ 

 
If we look at the world through the eyes of Christ what do we see?   
 
4. You may wish to discuss v 20 with its image of the excluded Christ knocking at the door and 
the final verse: Whoever has ears, let him or her hear what the Spirit says. 
 
You might want to discuss what stops us listening or you might want to share a moment when 
you felt Christ was saying something to you and you listened - and the difference that made.   
 
5. Don’t forget to talk about the final imagery in the passage: of us sitting to eat at Christ’s table 
and, when we die, of us entering into an even greater communion with Christ - sitting along side 
him.            
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