
ST LUKE’S HOME GROUP QUESTIONS – 4th February 2018 

REVELATION 6:1-8:1; 8:2-11-19; 16:1-21 
 

THE SEALS, TRUMPETS & PLAGUES 
 

Bible readings on 4/1/18: Revelation 7:9-17 and Matthew 24:3-14 
 

Sermon PowerPoint outline 
 

Chapters 4 and 5: 
! A Throne in Heaven (4:2) - God rules  
! A Scroll sealed with Seven Seals (5:1) - History is in his hands 
! A Lion (5:5) and a Lamb (5:6) – Jesus reigns and wins through 

 
The purpose of God is sure and the people of God are secure 

 
Chapter 6 

! Four Horsemen appear (6:1-6) - ‘The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse’. 
! The Lamb begins to open the seals on the scroll (6:1) 
! The first seal, the White Horse (6:2) with the rider and his bow - The Messiah 

himself? Or the conquering kings of the earth? 
! The second seal, the Red Horse (6:4) - bloodshed, rebellion, revolution and civil war? 
! The third seal, the Black Horse (6:5) - economic injustice and exploitation leading to 

poverty, famine and violence? 
! The fourth seal, the Pale Horse (6:7) - carrying death. 
! The fifth seal (6:9) – the souls of the martyrs under the altar. 
! The sixth seal (6:12- 17) - the great earthquake and convulsions in the cosmos, 

indicating the end of the age. 
 
CHAPTER 7 

! The sealing of the symbolic 144,000 and the great multitude in white robes (7:1-17). 
Who can withstand the day of wrath (6:17)? 

! Four angels standing at the four corners of the earth.    
! God wants his servants to be sealed:  indicating ownership, authenticity, protection. 
! Two communities who are sealed as servants of God:  

The 144,000 redeemed from the 12 tribes of Israel (7:1-8).         
The unnumbered multitude of servants of Jesus (7:9-17). 

 
CHAPTERS 8-11 

! The seventh seal - silence in heaven (8:1). Seven angels with seven trumpets (8:2,7) 
! The Trumpets and Plagues (chs. 8-11). (Paralleled by the Bowls of God’s wrath in 

chapter 16).  The first four trumpets: extra-ordinary disasters in the realm of nature, 
like the plagues of Egypt (Exodus 7-11).  

! The first trumpet (8:7), hail and fire, a third of the earth burned up.  
! The second trumpet (8:8-9), a third of the sea turned to blood.  
! The third trumpet (8:10-11), a third of the waters turned bitter.  
! The fourth trumpet (8:12-13), a third of the sun, moon and stars turned black. 
! The fifth trumpet (9:1-11), the abyss and the locust-like creatures.  
! The sixth trumpet (9:13-21), releasing four angels who unleash deathly forces and 

plagues. 
! The seventh trumpet (11:15-19), voices in heaven proclaiming praise and worship.  



‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 
and he will reign for ever and ever.’   (Rev.11:15) 
 

! The time has come for judging the dead and rewarding the servants of the Messiah 
(11:18). 
 
‘The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance’       (2 Peter 3:9)  
 

CHAPTERS 12-22 (Overview) 
! The dragon and the two beasts (chs. 12 & 13) 
! The angels of salvation and judgement (ch.14)  
! The seven angels with the seven last plagues (ch.15)  
! The bowls of God’s wrath (ch.16).  
! The great prostitute Babylon (chs. 17-18). 
! The return of the warrior-Messiah-King (chs 19-20). 
! The new heaven and new earth established (ch.21, 22).  

 
The purpose of God is sure and the people of God are secure.  

 
 Read chapter 7:9-17 - possible questions for discussion  
 
1) Each of the four living creatures calls out ‘Come’ in chapter 6:1-7.  Is this the 

same wonderful invitation that we will find in 22:17? Might the breaking of each 
seal be a gospel invitation? Might God’s intention be to shake people up, to 
soften hearts and bring them to the Saviour? 
 

2) What do you find encouraging about chapter 7 verse 9a?  
 

3) What is the meaning and importance for us of the white robes (7:9b & 13-14)? 
 

4) There are half a dozen wonderful promises in verse 15-17 – the last two from 
Isaiah. Which of these speak to you most tellingly and reassuringly? 

 
5) ‘The suffering of the world is not evidence of an imperfect control by God, or 

even of an imperfect witness by the church. Warfare is the supreme evidence for 
the fallen state and deep inner sinfulness of humanity’.  In the light of these 
chapters, what do you make of this comment? 
 

6) Does this quotation reflect the teaching of Revelation: “We don’t say that God is 
in heaven and all’s well with the world; not deep down. We say: all is not well 
with the world, but at least God is here in it, with us – in the person of Jesus 
Christ.’ ( ‘Unapologetic’ p.107 by Francis Spufford ) 
 

7) ‘The development of human history is in the hand of Jesus Christ, and it is all 
working towards a promised outcome.’ Is this a fair summary of the essential 
message of Revelation?  

 
8) Is the summary, ‘The purpose of God is sure and the people of God are secure’ 

helpful or too over-simplified?     (Peter LeRoy - 4/1/18) 


