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Sunday 12th July 2015 - ‘Restoration’ 
Luke 15:11-24, Acts 2:14-41 

Last week, James spoke about the need to be relevant in the world and 
how, if we’re going to do that, we need to realise who we are in Christ and 
be close to God.  

There was a very strong sense last week that God was calling people to 
‘abide’ in Him again, meaning that He wanted people to ‘live in Him again, 
to dwell, to just be.. in Him’ once again. Perhaps for some that was 
because they knew they had drifted somewhat in their relationships with 
God and, perhaps, for others, it was because they sensed the need to ‘just 
go deeper’ with God.  

Whatever the reason, people responded to the request to ‘abide in God’ 
by coming to the front while we sang the final hymn, ‘Be thou my vision’.  
And lots of people responded to that call from God to ‘abide in me’.  

Well, this morning, I want to go a bit deeper into all that was happening 
last week, by looking at the theme for this week, which is ‘restoration’, 
because that is what was happening as people came forward and sang, 
‘Be thou my vision’. 

Our society might define ‘restoration’ as, something like, the process of 
restoring a building or work of art to it’s original condition. Being restored 
is all about being put back to how it was. 

Well, that might be fine for society, but it’s not quite the message we find 
in the Bible.  

With God, it’s impossible to be restored back to how you were. You can be 
restored, in many, many ways… but you never go back to how you were 
because the very act of encountering God and receiving restoration, 
changes you.  

Our Gospel reading from Luke 15 is a familiar one to many people. It talks 
about the younger son who demands his share of his father’s property, 
long before his father has died. When he receives it, he goes away and 
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blows the whole lot on ‘wine, women and song’. Eventually, as it says in 
verse 17, ‘He came to his senses’.  

That is the turning point in the story. He came to his senses and realised 
where and how he’d gone wrong. He realised that he was no longer 
worthy to be called his father’s son, but headed back home, anyway, in 
the hope his father would accept him as a servant. In effect, he had 
acknowledged that he’d done wrong.  

Now, we know that his father had been looking out for him and, when he 
returned home, he was accepted back and a party was held because, as 
the father says, ‘this son of mine was dead and is alive again’. 

In once sense, he was restored because he was accepted by his father as 
his son… but really, he wasn’t restored back to his original condition (like a 
painting might be)…that would have made him a young, conceited, hot 
head again…. no, he had moved on. He now understood and felt the great 
love that his father had for him… and that changed him. 

And that is always the effect when we are restored by God.  

‘But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him’. That’s the encounter and the restoration. 

I know (because I’ve been told) that, for some of those people who came 
forward at the end of last week’s service, it felt like returning home and 
being held by our Heavenly Father. 

Wow - how amazing and how wonderful! 

But that shouldn’t really surprise us, because God is in the business of 
restoration all the time. Just look in the Bible, there are countless 
examples of people being restored, not back to where they were, but to a 
new place. 

Luke 4:38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. 
Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and 
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they asked Jesus to help her. 39 So he bent over her and rebuked 
the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on 
them.


When she was waiting on them, I bet she wasn’t the same person as she 
was before. How could she have been? 

The woman who had bled for 12 years,  
the man with the swollen body in Luke 14:2,  
the son who had died in Luke 7:11 
the demon possessed mute,  
the blind man at Bethsaida, 
the deaf and mute man in Mark 7 

All these (and many more) are examples of restoration… not back to 
where they’d been but to a new place, because of the encounter with 
Christ. 

So, whether it is a physical restoration or a restoration to pureness from 
sinfulness (like Zacchaeus in Luke 19), Christ moves people from an old 
place to a new place… a place of deeper intimacy with Him. 

And I believe there are people here, this morning, that thirst for that deeper place 
of intimacy with Christ.  

What pushes us to realise and act on the fact that we need 
restoration and to be in a deeper place of intimacy with Christ? 

For the young man in the Gospel reading, it was when his living 
conditions brought him to his senses. 

For some, it is being presented with the Gospel message - towards the 
end of Acts 2, when Peter is speaking to the crowd of people, he recounts 
the Gospel message. V37, “When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ Peter 
replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgivness of sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. 
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For some, sorrow leads to repentance - When Paul is writing to the 
church in Corinth, he says this, “Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do 
not regret it. Though I did regret it – I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a 
little while – 9 yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because 
your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended 
and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance 
that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.” 

For others it might be an awareness of a particular pattern of 
behaviour that isn’t honouring to God.  
It might be a lack of self-worth, lack of interest in reading the Bible, a  
feeling of apathy towards your faith and your part in His Church. 
It might be an unwillingness to forgive someone who hurt you a long, long 
time ago, 
It might be that you did something, or are doing something, that just 
doesn’t honour God and it doesn’t honour you.  

Well, whether that awareness is prompted by the Holy Spirit or not, it can 
lead us to realise that we have a need for restoration and, also, that we 
want to act on the need for restoration… to turn our back on that practice, 
that attitude, that apathy and leave it behind. To run to the Father as He 
runs to us.  

Whatever might be the motivation to seek restoration from God, the 
starting point is to ask the Holy Spirit to help us look at ourselves to see 
how we’re really doing.  

There’s a wonderful verse in Lamentations in the OT… Lamentations 3:40, 
“Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the 
Lord”. 

Is that the verse that God has for you today? 

Time of quiet reflection. 

Inner restoration? Anointing after communion? Return to the Father? etc.


