
Small Group Questions -  Jonah 1:-5-16   

The advantage of a sermon series is that we get to look at this familiar story at its 
various stages and to delve deeper into any given moment.   

These verses major on the storm and its impact on both the crew and Jonah.  As is 
always the case, the impact of the physical situation causes emotional and spiritual 
reactions. It is these that God uses to unsettle and convict Jonah and the crew. 

So for today’s study, I’d like you to try and stay ‘in the moment’, and to attempt to 
draw out some further understanding and what we might be able to learn about 
ourselves and the way in which the Lord works in and through us to bring about 
change our lives and the lives of the people we spend time with.  

1. The crew called on their various gods to deliver them from the storm.  What 
might people ‘call on’ today when faced with times of suffering and hardship?    
 
 
2. Jonah’s declaration of belief in and worship of ‘the God of heaven, who made 
the sea and dry land’, is, for the crew, a clear statement that Jonah’s God is the one 
true God.  These were timely and powerful words, spoken for a particular situation.   

What timely/helpful words, and professions of faith might we speak into stormy 
situations today?    

3. How does being known as a Christian friend/neighbour/work colleague make 
our contribution different?   Do we believe/know that God is at work? 

4. I asked the following question in my talk on Sunday – ‘Does our disobedience 
(our reluctance to stand out from the crowd) really cause others to suffer less than 
comfortable circumstances in order to wake us up from our slumber and for God’s 
plans and purposes to be fulfilled?  Spend a bit of time unpacking this together. 

5. Do you think there are times when God uses our lives to fulfil His purposes, in 
spite of our weakness and disobedience?      Can you think of a time when this has 
happened?  



Sometimes we are tempted to stay below deck as Jonah did, this is common to all of 
us!   

6.  Is there something you feel God is calling you to say or do that you are  
fearful about?   Spend some time  sharing these fears/anxieties with each other and 
praying for God’s wisdom and help to overcome them.   

7.   How good are we at believing that God has a purpose and a plan?  Do we look for 
God’s redemptive purposes in the every day things of life?     What can we do to 
encourage and remind one another that God is working his purpose out as year 
succeeds to year.  

I hope the words of the hymn below will be of use, and help us to grasp the bigger 
picture! 

God is working his purpose 
out
God is working his purpose out
as year succeeds to year:
God is working his purpose out,
and the time is drawing near;
nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

From utmost east to utmost west,
wherever foot hath trod,
by the mouth of many messengers
goes forth the voice of God;
give ear to me, ye continents,
ye isles, give ear to me,
that earth may filled 
with the glory of God



as the waters cover the sea.

What can we do to work God's work,
to prosper and increase
the brotherhood of all mankind--
the reign of the Prince of Peace?
What can we do to hasten the time--
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

March we forth in the strength of God,
with the banner of Christ unfurled,
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth
may shine throughout the world:
fight we the fight with sorrow and sin
to set their captives free,
that earth may filled 
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

All we can do is nothing worth
unless God blessed the deed;
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide
till God gives life to the seed;
yet nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.


