
Home Group Questions 051117. Sardis - the Dead Church

These are the words of Him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven 
stars.' v.1.
Thank God for speaking to us through His Word. 
Please spend at least 5 minutes worshipping Him before moving into the 
discussion time.

'I know your deeds'. 
Spend a few minutes thinking about how you spend your time. 
Do you think you have the right balance (for this phase of your life) between 
work (whatever that looks like for you) and leisure, devotional time and 'me' 
time, solitude and company. 
If not, what changes could you make, perhaps with others in the group, to 
redress the balance?

How does it make you feel to be reminded that the Lord 'knows your deeds'?
Unpack this together.

'You have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead'.
We considered the fact that the church at Sardis was once, to all appearances 
except to God's, a thriving church. Ours is a busy church. How prayerful are 
we, honestly, about the activities in which we have a particular involvement, or 
take a particular interest? Are we sometimes inclined to leave the 'holy bit' to a 
few prayers warriors in our congregations, and just get on with the 'real' 
business of getting the job done. What is the 'real bit' in all our busyness?

'Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die'
This takes spiritual wisdom, energy and determination. Who do we look to to 
provide leadership in discerning where our weak areas lie? Do we value their 
God given authority, even when they are called to deliver difficult messages? 
Please think internationally, nationally and locally. Once you have identified 
them, please pray for them. 

'I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God'.
Do we have any unfinished business? Have we failed to follow through on a 
promise made? (perhaps to pray for someone who needs our prayers. If so, 
please remember them together before the Lord when you come to the prayer 
time). 



Other versions use the word 'incomplete' in place of 'unfinished'. We thought 
about our work for the Lord being rooted in and founded on His purity and 
love. Life at St Luke's is very busy and it is wonderful that we are so active on 
so many fronts. Please discuss whether you think activity is always a positive, 
or whether we can sometimes be guilty of having more activity on the surface 
than in the foundations upon which our life of faith is built. 

'Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard'.
Thank God for leaders who have helped us to understand the Lord's call on 
our lives. Please pray for those who lead and preach at St Luke's, not 
forgetting the work with our young people, ministry to the elderly, both at St 
Luke's and in the residential homes, and Rachel as she leads the work with 
our children and families. 

'If you do not wake up, I will come like a thief..'
We discussed the attacks on the city of Sardis and noticed that the city had 
failed to be wakeful and watchful despite the lessons of its history. What 
lessons have you learnt from your own story? Are you in danger of repeating 
mistakes from the past? If so, please share areas where you need strength 
and help with the group for prayer. 

'They will walk with me, dressed in white.'
Thank God for the victory of Jesus, who exchanges our filthy rags for His 
glorious righteousness. 

'Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches'.
How are you finding these letters to the churches? Is studying them on 
Sundays and in Home Groups helpful in your personal walk with Jesus?
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