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Sunday 14th January 2018 
Homegroup questions relating to ‘An Overview of Revelation’. 

Many people come to the book of Revelation with preconceived ideas about it’s 
content….. ‘I won’t understand it’, ‘It’s too complicated and confusing’, ‘It doesn’t 
speak to me’, ‘It’s so different from the rest of the New Testament, I don’t find it 
helpful’.  

All of these views are valid and, often, based on experience. 

1. Go around the group and share you experience of Revelation, what it’s 
meant to you in the past and what you think it’s all about.  

Although it can be very difficult to understand, we still need to become familiar 
with it. The purpose of Revelation is told to us by Jesus in the 1st verse of 
chapter 1,  ‘to show his servants what must soon take place’.   

During the talk on Sunday, I mentioned that there were two different styles of 
writing in Revelation; circular writing and prophetic writing.  

2. Why is it useful to know the type of writing we’re reading? 

As Sunday’s talk was a brief description of the contents of Rev. 4 - 22, I though it 
might be helpful to include some of the description and then discuss the 
following questions… 

3. What was the most helpful thing you heard in the description? 

4. Were there any particular parts of the description, that you found 
interesting? 

5. Were there any particular parts of the description that you found confusing? 
(Perhaps someone else in the group might be able to help with this?) 

6. If you could just take away one thing that you’ve learnt from this overview, 
what would it be? (For me, it’s the reminder that John’s message is, ‘I’ve seen the 
ending, God wins!’). 
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So, after the letters to the seven churches, the action moves to heaven and we 
glimpse the power, the majesty and purity of God. Heaven is pictured with a  series 
of thrones in circles around one great throne in the middle. The figure on the throne 
shines like a precious stone. The 24 elders, who could perhaps be some form of 
angelic council, together with four beasts (a bit like those in Ezekiel) are all 
worshipping the one true God. 


The figure on the throne is holding a scroll that no one is worthy to open. The scroll 
represents the destiny of the human race and is sealed with seven seals which can 
only be opened by the Lamb. Then, there’s an announcement that the ‘Lion from 
the Tribe of Judah’ will open the scroll. When John looks round to see the lion, all 
he sees is a lamb… in fact, a lamb that has been brought back from the dead.


As the Lamb prepares to break the seals, God’s purpose for the earth is now in the 
hands of Christ. He has the right to set things in motion, not because of his power, 
but because of his sacrificial death and resurrection. 


As we move into chapter 6, we see that, as we might suspect… action in heaven 
results in action on earth. 


One by one, the seals are broken. As you read through the following chapters, you 
can see that Revelation is centred around 21 judgments of God, grouped into 3 
groups of 7. 


The seven seals are the first group of judgments. 


These comprise a series of riders on horses representing conquest, war, famine 
and death. The 5th seal reveals the souls of those who died for Christ and the 6th 
seal brings a great darkness on the land. 


Some people argue that these 6 seals have already been broken, while other say 
that they are yet to be broken. Either way, there’s a pause before the 7th seal is 
broken, while an angel goes through identifying all who belong to God. They come 
before God’s throne and worship the Lamb. Then there’s a pause… incense is 
burned and the people pray to God. 


After the pause, we move on to the 7 trumpets being blown. Each of these bring 
some form of destruction or disaster onto the earth. It seems that John is 
struggling to find the language to describe all this, and we should be careful not to 
take it too literally. 


When the final trumpet is blown, the door to heaven is opened. The ark of the 
covenant, previously hidden in the holy of holies and inaccessible to all apart from 
the high priest, is now open to all. 


After the battle between a woman (who represents the church) and a dragon who 
represents the forces of evil, there are two beasts, which might remind us of the 
beasts in the book of Daniel.  But the two lying, terrorising beasts don’t last long. 
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Chapter 14 ushers in the Lamb with His 144,000 (which just means many, many, 
many people rather than a specific number)… errr.. and with the Lamb and His 
144,000 followers, the beast is defeated and victory is complete.


All this is in preparation for the final group of seven. We’ve had the seven seals and 
the seven trumpets… now we have the seven bowls, pouring out the seven 
plagues…. all very reminiscent of the plagues of Egypt. But, just as it was then, no 
one turns, no one repents. 


After that, Babylon, which represents all the evil, corrupt and oppressive regimes in 
the world are destroyed… and the sound of celebration reverberates through 
heaven. 


After all of this, we get to chapter 19. 


First of all Christ is depicted as a bridegroom, coming to a wedding banquet. His 
bride is the true church, with a dress woven out of the good deeds that they have 
done through the ages. 


The Christ is depicted as a warrior, the rider on a white horse, who fights and 
defeats a beast and false prophet. Satan and his henchmen are rounded up and 
imprisoned and the souls of the dead are resurrected to reign with Christ for a 
1,000 years. After that, Satan is released again, there is a battle and the forces of 
evil are completely destroyed. 


There has been a huge amount of debate about this chapter and whether it literally 
means 1,000 years. The plain fact is we just don’t know. This is not a timetable. It 
doesn’t tell you where and when events will happen. It just says, Christ will reign 
and satan will be destroyed.


After all of this, Jesus sits at a final judgement and the old earth is made new. 


Death and hell are no more. There is no longer any sea… which for the Jews, was 
a symbol of all that is unknown and fearful. 


It is time to go back to the beginning, and for God and humanity to life together 
forever. The picture here is of a wonderful, new life, a wedding party that just goes 
on and on forever. 


In words that remind us of Isaiah’s prophecies, John paints a picture of a world 
without pain, fear, separation, guilt, sadness or death. 


There is a new Jerusalem, a new ‘Holy City’, where God can dwell with His people. 


The big difference with this new Jerusalem is that there is no temple. Why do you 
need a temple, when God is living all around you?
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As the book draws to a close, we’re told that the book is not to be sealed up or 
made secret in any way. We are, therefore, invited to respond. 


But the book must not be tampered with… the book is to stand as it is… obscure, 
baffling, incomprehensible at times… but also powerful and moving and 
challenging at other times.


If all of this is too much to get hold of, just take this away from this morning….


… .the overall message from John is, “I’ve seen the ending. God wins”.


That’s the ultimate message of Revelation….. “I’ve seen the ending. God wins”.


