
Sunday 12th November 
Homegroup notes for Revelation 3:7-13, ‘The Faithful Church’. 

The letter to the church at Philadelphia is slightly different from previous letters, in 
that there are no references to characteristics found in John’s vision of Christ nor a 
section of the letter starting ‘I hold this against you’. 

1. We know that the church was ‘weak / little strength’ (V.8). What is there in this 
letter that a weak church would feel encouraged by? Why does Jesus want to use 
what is seen as weak in the world’s eyes? 

2. Do we sometimes let our sense of weakness stop us from acting in a ‘bold way’ in 
mission? Can you give some examples? 

3. Make a list of the different ways we sometimes feel weak or inadequate when it 
comes to mission. How could these perceived weaknesses be grouped together? 
eg. things that come from a perceived lack of knowledge, things that come from feeling 
we don’t have a good relationship with God, things that come from our character & 
nature. 

It’s interesting to see that many of our own feelings of weakness or inadequacies are 
similar to others, when they are grouped together. Perhaps we are just like lots of 
other people! 

There are many different weaknesses / inadequacies that we might feel, However, we 
need to remember that God doesn’t leave us on our own, that He is with us through 
His Holy Spirit. Spend some time praying for group members who feel a sense of 
weakness / inadequacy, asking God to encourage and equip them and help them to 
overcome those feelings. 

V. 8, ‘See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.’   

4. Discuss, as a group, what this promise from Jesus says about Jesus’ character and 
what the implications are for you. 

5. What doors of opportunity for mission can you see in your own situation? 

6. How can you take advantage of them? 

7. Spend some more time praying for each member of the group, based on the 
discussions of questions 6 & 7.


