
St Luke’s Home Group Questions – 5th May 2019 

Malachi 1:1-5 (and John 15:9-25)   

‘Love’ (‘How then has God loved us?’) 

1) Malachi 1:1 reads: ‘A prophecy, the word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi’. How 
should we view and respond to these Old Testament scriptures in the light of 2 
Timothy 3:16 & 17?   

 
2) How does the description of Christian believers as ‘the Israel of God’ (Galatians 

6:16) affect the way we might read these verses of Malachi, and the rest of the 
book? 	
	

3) Read Exodus 34:6 & 7.  These, or very similar words, are found a number of times 
in the Old Testament (e.g. Neh. 9:17, Ps.103:8, Jonah 4:2). To what extent do they 
mirror the picture of God and gospel of grace we find in the New Testament? 	

 
4) In answer the question in v.2, ‘How have you loved us?’ God seems to be saying to 

Israel, ‘Remember your history. Never forget that I chose you’.  Why do we find the 
teaching about ‘God’s choice’ – also set out in the New Testament – difficult to 
digest? (e.g. John 15:16, 1 Cor. 1:27, 2 Thess. 2:13). Need there be a conflict with 
the Bible’s teaching on inclusivity and human freewill (e.g. John 1:11-12, 3:16-18, 
6:40)?	
	

5) ‘This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save; till on that 
cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied; for every sin on him is laid; here 
in the death of Christ I live’ (Stuart Townend). Why do we find ‘the wrath of the Lord 
(v.4) so difficult grasp and accept? (See John 3:36, Romans 1:18 & 5:8, N.B.I 
Thess.5:9)	
	

6) How then has God loved us? See Romans 5:1-2, 8- 9. (We are justified: acquitted, 
forgiven, declared ‘not guilty’, put right with God). How might we (and churches) help 
people to understand the heart of the gospel more fully? 	
	

7) In his book ‘The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God’, Don Carson reminds us of five 
different ways the Bible speaks of the love of God. How helpful do you find the 
following? How does this enlarge and deepen the way we understand how God 
loves us? 

- First, the deep love of the Father for the Son, and of the Son for the Father. 
- Second, God’s caring, compassionate love for all that he has made. 
- Third, God’s saving, forgiving love for sinful, rebellious humanity. 
- Fourth, God’s particular love for his people, chosen as a light to the nations – 

Israel under the Old Covenant and the church of Christ under the New.  
- Fifth, God’s fatherly love in all its fullness enjoyed by all who stay close to him, do 

his will and obey his word. 
 
Recommended books: ‘The Message of Malachi’ – Peter Adam (IVP). ‘The Difficult Doctrine 
of the Love of God’ - DA Carson (IVP) 
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