
ST LUKE’S – HOME GROUP QUESTIONS – 13TH MAY 2018 

‘WHAT DOES FAITH LOOK LIKE?’ - JAMES 2:14-26 (and MATTHEW 7:21-29) 

Sermon outline 

- Introduction- Billy Graham and the Queen (John 3:16 & 36; 5:24; 6:40) 
- The Theme - v.14. ‘What good is it…if someone claims to have faith but no deeds?’  
- An Illustration - vs.15-16. ‘Go in peace, keep warm and well fed…’ 
- A Challenge - vs.18-19. ‘Show me your faith without deeds.’ 
- Evidence from Old Testament examples – vs.20-25. Abraham and Rahab. 
- Conclusion – v.26. ‘…Faith without deeds is dead.’ 

Possible questions 

1) If you had been invited to preach in front of the Queen, which verse or Bible 
passage would you have explained? (… or to share the Gospel with an 
enquiring friend, who thinks that what makes you a Christian is what you do, 
rather than believing in Jesus) 
 

2) ‘James isn’t contrasting faith and works (or good deeds); he is contrasting 
‘faith-with-works’ and ‘faith-without-works’. Does this help to explain any 
confusion between the NT’s clear emphasis on ‘justification by faith alone’, 
and what James appears - at first sight - to be saying? 
 

3) What do you make of the fact that James refers in verse 15 to ‘a brother or a 
sister’, quite probably meaning a fellow Christian in need? Should they be our 
first priority? Are there sensitive ways in which we can offer support? 
 

4) How, in practice, can we respond to the needs of the poor and needy we 
encounter? Do any specific ways come to mind other than by donating to 
relevant charities? (‘Christians are much more likely to donate to charities than other 
people in the UK’ a new survey suggests. 87% c.f. 61%. NB. 92% of Christians also gave to 
their church. Church Times, April 2018).  

5) Which Christians do we know who are the best examples of this integration of 
faith and action? What is it about their witness which moves us most? 
 

6) How is James’ emphasis on active faith relevant to your personal situation?  
 

7) Do we sometimes ‘excuse ourselves’ from an individual and personal 
response to this message from James 2, because our church contributes 
corporately by its outward giving and practical involvement? Or is this 
sufficient? 
 

8) What specific steps might we consider taking in response to what James is 
saying? 
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