
Our reading was Matthew 2.1-12
How about someone narrating this with different people reading the words of the 
various characters? (It may help to bring life to this familiar passage.)

Spend a few minutes talking about how you feel about the year that's just ended. If 
you touch on politics, try and restrict the time you spend on this(!) and focus on the 
way the year has affected you. 
Discuss how do you feel about moving forward into a new year. To what extent do 
we emulate the Magi in having the courage of our convictions?

When we take a wrong turning on our journey, do we learn from this, and seek to 
get back on track with the Lord promptly, or are we inclined to wallow (in guilt, self 
pity, self justification, bitterness)?
How might we encourage one another in moving forward?

Are we on the look out for Jesus in unexpected places and people? Share 
experiences you have had where you've been surprised by an encounter with Him.

Spend a few moments in silent prayer for yourselves and one another, seeking the 
Lord's guidance about the special gift He'd love to receive from you in the coming 
year.

I quoted the following from Oswald Chambers 
'the most important rule for us is to keep our lives open to God. Let everything else, 
including work, clothes, and food be set aside. The busyness of things obscures our 
concentration on God. Let other things come and go as they will, let other people 
criticize us as they will, but never allow anything to obscure the life that 'is hidden 
with Christ in God' (Colossians 3.3). Never let a hurried lifestyle disturb the 
relationship of abiding in Him. This is an easy thing to allow, but we must guard 
against it'
I asked whether it was possible that the Lord simply wants us to spend more time 
with Him, One on one, in the coming year. Does this chime with anyone?

Do you have anyone on your heart who has turned away form an opportunity to 
embrace Jesus as Lord? Spend a few minutes lifting them to Him, asking for His 
grace and mercy and further opportunities.

Do you feel your opportunities to serve Christ are behind you? Don't you believe it!

In case you need more questions(!) here's the summary from the end of the talk...

Do we really take the trouble, through prayer and bible reading, to know Him 
better? Or if we're really honest, are we quite happy with the status quo? 
Do we really believe He loves ALL of us equally?



Will we follow Him in the coming year, however little we know of the road ahead? 
When we take a wrong turning, will we quickly turn back to seek His guidance for 
our future direction? 
Will we give Him the gifts He really desires, no matter what they cost us? 
Will we have the courage to tell our story as the Spirit prompts us? 
Will we try and live out the life He has placed in us by His Spirit, so that others may 
come to know Him for themselves? 

May God bless us as we seek to love and serve Him in the year ahead. 

Lindsay


