
Matthew 19.13-26; Colossians 2.6-15

If you feel as if you're done with building your life - perhaps settled into a comfortable routine, or feeling too long in 
the tooth to think about building or rebuilding, please consider that the Lord is never done with us. He constantly 
shapes and reshapes us to make us into the Kingdom people He has designed us to be. It's never too late with 
Him! We just need to be willing to cooperate with Him in His purposes.
I feel it might be good for groups to 'dip in and out of prayer' during this study. You might consider this slightly 
different way of doing things this week.

We talked about the programme 'The Restoration Man'. What situations or people would you love God to restore - 
in your own lives or the lives of others. Why not start by bringing these before God in prayer?

During the restoration project, the couple in the programme had to live on very limited resources. Do you ever feel 
you're running on empty? Where, and to whom do you go to get filled up? Are there alternative sources of 
nourishment you haven't explored? Sue Olley's Contemplative Prayer group comes to mind, but please discuss 
other ways of finding refreshment that you have found helpful. (If any members of the group go on retreats/ prayer 
walks/ practise spiritual exercises/ use a particular resource for bible study they might like to share their 
experiences with the rest of the group).

We talked about disappointments we experience in life which can lead to a feeling of disappointment with God. The 
example was of the wall which had to be taken down and rebuilt brick by brick. We looked at the way bereavement, 
trauma and relationship breakdown can affect our faith. In Acts 12, the Church would have been praying for James 
following his arrest, but he was put to death. Do you think that huge disappointment affected their (unbelieving) 
response to Peter's miraculous release from prison? We can't understand why some prayers are answered the 
way we hope and others aren't. Why do we find it so difficult to let God be God? 
You might like to share some times when this has been especially challenging for you, and give examples of 
prayers which have been answered unexpectedly, or of those not answered in the way you'd hoped, and their 
consequences.

One wall, which had appeared to be solid, had to be taken down and rebuilt brick by brick. Can you think of 
examples in Scripture or in your own life, where apparently strong supports have been removed. How did you/ the 
people in the bible narrative deal with this? How did it affect your faith or theirs? (You might consider the story of 
Joseph in Genesis 37-41.)

The couple had to sell their most treasured possession in order to complete the build. Think back over the 
sacrifices you have made for your faith. How did that affect the way things eventually turned out?

Life can sometimes be something of a roller coaster with lows and highs following one another in quick succession. 
The loss of the house next door and its subsequent last minute availability is one such example from the 
programme. What extra blessings have you experienced following a low period in your life? If group members are 
going through a low period now, do pray for one another and ask the Lord to shine His light and bring hope in that 
situation.

Think about God's timing. How do you account for it being so different from our own? Why do we find it so hard to 
wait? Just as in Jesus' teaching about the rich man, the camel and the eye of the needle in Matthew 19.24, is this 
anther situation where we need to learn to set aside our own timings and submit to God's greater plan? Several 
people in St Luke's come to mind who have had to learn to wait. Please pray for those known to you.

Bring to mind those you know who have yet to accept Jesus' invitation to build a life with Him.
I mentioned 4 categories of people but you will know of others:-
Those who 'don't do religion'
Those who don't know what to believe from the pick'n'mix on offer
Those who think they've gone too far in the wrong direction to be forgiven
Those who think the decision can be deferred.

Bring them in prayer before the ultimate 'Restoration Man'. 

‘Prayer doesn’t depend on your competence but on His kindness. Not on your worth but on His willingness’ Nicky 
Gumbel




